Audio script

Words in italics and within [

....... ] are those spoken by the interviewer.

Please note that filler words such as ‘err’ have been removed from the script but you will hear them on

the recording.
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[What is the most interesting job you've had and what made it
so?] Well, | think the most interesting job I've had was
teaching English, an English teaching job in France. | was
living in Paris and working for a company called Linguarama.
And it was teaching English to business people in their places

of work.

So, | would travel a lot around Paris, sometimes outside Paris,
go into my students’ workplaces and give them lessons. And |
enjoyed that. | really enjoyed traveling around Paris. |
remember, for example, | did lessons for somebody who

worked for Lindt, the chocolate company.

And | remember one Christmas, he gave me some of their
new chocolates to taste. And he wanted me to give him
feedback about what | thought about these new chocolates
they were producing. | remember | also used to go to a quite,
quite often, actually, to a company that made fire

extinguishers. And it was quite a long trip.

| would have to get an underground train to one of the big
train stations in Paris and then a train out to the suburbs of
Paris, and then a bus to the fire extinguisher factory. And |

would often, | would often do that. It took quite a long time.
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That was at least an hour quite early in the morning. And |
would often arrive. And the student had forgotten they had an
English lesson. [Nice]. They would be in a meeting and then
that would be it.

And | would then have to then return. [You got paid for it. You
got paid for it]. I still got paid for it. Yeah, yeah. And actually, |
remember just before | did some lessons there for the first
time, | actually had locked myself out of the flat | was living in.
And the only way | could get back in was by breaking the

window because | was living on the ground floor.

And in order to do that, | used the fire extinguisher. And it so
happened that it was made by the company that | was then
sent to, to do lessons to teach English at about a week or a
couple of weeks later. So that was good. And | remember also
going to a company that was, | suppose, a water treatment
company. And | have to say it's that it was the smelliest

workplace | ever visited.

[Nice]. So, there was a very large pool of water in the middle.
All the offices were surrounding it, which is obviously where
they were doing water treatment. And then | would go into
one of the offices and, and do an English lesson. [What
makes a job attractive to you? So what makes it enjoyable

these days?]

| think, | think a really important aspect of a job that makes it
attractive is having good colleagues, colleagues that you get
on well with and colleagues that you can have fun with,
actually. Because | don't think that | think you can have fun at

work and produce and do good work is what I'm trying to say.
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| don't think it's necessarily the case that being very serious all
the time is the way in which you do the best work, in fact. So,
having colleagues who you get on with, who you can have fun
with, | think is very important so that you look forward to going
to work, you look forward to seeing your colleagues, you
enjoy their company. That is important. That's not always the

case, actually, | have found with the jobs I've done.

[Can you think about you specifically? What is perhaps one of
the worst jobs that you've done in your life? Have you had any
bad ones?] | think my least favourite job was when | was
working in a supermarket and | was stacking shelves, mainly.
And because it was very repetitive, not creative. Yeah,
saying, doing the same thing repeatedly. | was working in a

supermarket.

| was stacking yogurts, mainly like dairy products, yogurts.
[What about colleagues? Were they good? Were they nice
colleagues, fun colleagues?] No, | don't think they were. Well,
my memory is quite a solitary job. It involved me going into a
big fridge. That was very cold. That was unpleasant. Often the
yogurts will have broken and broken yogurt is, is also pretty

broken yogurt pots are quite unpleasant to clear up.



